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Outstanding Features of 

TRADITIONS & ENCOUNTERS 

NEW Reverberations feature helps students draw 
connections across chapters. Taking a "big picture" 
topic like the Columbian exchange, industrialization, or 
technological change, it traces the reverberations of such 
large-scale processes through different regions and 
cultures to encourage thinking about cause and effect. The 
Reverberations feature appears in the first chapter of every 
part and then reappears as a shorter boxed feature titled 

"Reverberations of ... " in each subsequent chapter. 

Connecting 
the Sources 

Thinking about non-elites 
in the ancient Egyptian past 

In order to write about the past, historians must find 
and Interpret primary aourcaa. Primary sources can 
Include material objects, archaeological evidence, oral 
traditions, texts (Including official documents, letters, 
accounts, newspapers), or Images. They provide the 
evidence on which historical narratives rest. This exercise 
highlights some of the challenges of Interpreting original 
primary sources by asking you to consider the kinds 
of contextual Informat ion you might need In order to 
Interpret such documents accurately, and by asking you 
to consider what Individual documents can and cannot 
tell you . 

The problem Writing about the ancient past poses mui
Uple problems for historians. Among these is the problem of 
preservation, Since many potential sources for historical docu
mentation simply have not survived over thousands of years. 
For textual sources there Is also the problem of language and 
scrip~ since ancoent societies used languages and forms of 
writing very dtfferent from our own. In addit ion, even when 
sources have been preserved and historians are able to deci
pher ancient texts, there Is the problem of selectivity- meaning 
tihat the sources most likely to have 
been preserved were those gener-
ated by elites. 

Fortunately for historians, ancient 
Egyptian peoples left many textual, 
material, and archaeological sources 
behind. The arfd climate helped to 
preserve many textual sources written 
on papyrus, while the use of stone al-
lowed many monuments to withstand 
thousands of years of exposure to the 
elements. Despite the abundance of 
primary sources, however, much less 
is known about the lives of everyday 
Egyptians than Is known about Egyp-
tian monarchs, nobles, political elites, 
and religious authorities. Historians 
know that most Egyptians were farm-

the following two documents, which were generated centuries 
apart, think about what historians can and cannot Infer about 
the lives of non-elites in ancient Egypt. 

The documents Read the documents below, and con
sider carefully the questions that follow. 

Document 1: Stela (inscribed stone) from the tomb of a man 
named Mentuhotep, from the 11th Dynasty (2133-1991 a.c.E.). 
Mentuhotep is depicted to the left, with his parents and his son. 
To the right are Mentuhotep's other children and his servants. 

(1) 0 ye who live and are upon the earrh and who shall palS 

by this tomb. who love life and har. death, say ye: ''May 

Osiris. head of the IVestorner• {fHOple of the underworld/. 

glorify MentholfH." 

(2) Now I was first among my conttmpororlts, the foreman 

of my gang (man of the fHOple/. one who discow:red the 

staumtnt about which he /sod betn ashd. oJtd onsv.Y~d 

(it) appropriately, 

(3) coo/(-headed), one who obtained bread ill Its (due) s.ason. 

one ~fto.se (own) counsel ,.placed for hint a mother at home, 

ers, but few surviving sources tall their 
story from their own perspective. In 

Document 1: Ste'.a 1rom the tomb of Mentuhotep. 
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.--Reverberations of • 
Urbanization and the Creation of Patriarchy 
Recall from chapter 1 that some scholars have attempted to explain the 
relatively high status of Egyptian and Nubian women by arguing that 
their societies were less militarized than those of Mesopotamia, and 
thus not as predisposed to valuing male warriors. Given the evidence of 
frequent warfare between Egypt and Nubia from the Archaic Period 
through the Middle Kingdom, do you agree with this theory? Can you 
think of other reasons why women of the Nile might have had more in
fluence than their counterparts in Mesopotamia? 

NEW Connecting the Sources feature asks students to 
compare and contrast two documents or images and think 
critically about the different ways the given information 
can be interpreted. This feature occurs once per part, 
supplementing the Sources from the Past feature in every 
chapter. 



"Thinking About" Questions Two critical-thinking 
questions in each chapter-one on "traditions" and 
one on "encounters"-promote classroom discussion 
and reinforce the themes of the text. 

Preface 

Thinking about TRADITIONS 

• 

• 

Thinking about ENCOUNTERS 

Sources from the Past features showcase a significant 
primary source document of the period, such as a poem, 
journal account, religious writing, or letter. Thought
provoking questions prompt readers to analyze key issues 
raised in the document. 

The Creation of Humanity According to the Popol Vuh 
The Popol Vuh, a Maya creation myth, describes how, after 
several failed attempts, the Maya gods finally created humans 
out of maize and water. The maize, along with many other 
delicious foods, including chocolate, was revealed to the gods 
by two animals and t wo birds. Human flesh was made from the 
maize, and water became the blood of humanity. The following 
exerpt from the myth concludes by naming the first four humans, 
describing them as "our first mothers and fathers." The version 
of the work that survives today dates from the mid-sixteenth 
century, but it reflects beliefs of a much earlier era. 

THIS, then, is the beginning of the conception of humanity, when 
that which would become the flesh of mankind was sought. 
Then spoke they who are called She Who Has Borne Children 
and He Who Has Begotten Sons, the Framer and the Shaper, 
Sovereign and Quetzal Serpent: 

"The dawn approaches, and our work is not successfully 
completed. A provider and a sustainer have yet to appear-a 
child of light, a son of light. Humanity has yet to appear to pop
ulate the face of the earth," they said. 

Thus they gathered together and joined their thoughts in the 
darkness, in the night. They searched and they sifted. Here they 
thought and they pondered. Their thoughts came forth bright 
and clear. They discovered and established that which would 
become the flesh of humanity. This took place just a litt le before 
the appearance of the sun, moon, and stars above the heads of 
the Framer and the Shaper. 

It was from within the places called Paxil and Cayala that 
the yellow ears of ripe maize and the white ears of ripe maize 
came. 

THESE were the names of the animals that obtained their 
food- fox and coyote, parakeet and raven. Four, then, were the 
animals that revealed to them the yellow ears of maize and 
the white ears of maize. They came from Paxil and pointed out 
the path to get there. 

Thus was found the food that would become the flesh of 
the newly framed and shaped people. Water was their blood. It 
became the blood of humanity. The ears of maize entered into 

their flesh by means of She Who Has Borne Children and He 
Who Has Begotten Sons. 

Thus they rejoiced over the discovery of that excellent 
mountain that was filled with delicious things, crowded with yel
low ears of maize and white ears of maize. It was crowded as 
well with pataxte and chocolate, with countless zapotes and 
anonas, with jocotes and nances, with matasanos and honey. 
From within the places called Paxil and Cayala came the sweet
est foods in the citadel. All the small foods and great foods were 
there, along with the small and great cultivated fields. The path 
was thus revealed by the animals. 

The yellow ears of maize and the white ears of maize were 
then ground fine with nine grindings by Xmucane. Food entered 
their flesh, along with water to give them strength. Thus was 
created the fatness of their arms. The yellowness of humanity 
came to be when they were made by they who are called She 
Who Has Borne Children and He Who Has Begotten Sons, by 
Sovereign and Quetzal Serpent. 

Thus their frame and shape were given expression by our 
first Mother and our first Father. Their flesh was merely yellow 
ears of maize and white ears of maize. Mere food were the legs 
and arms of humanity, of our first fathers. And so there were four 
who were made, and mere food was their flesh. 

These are the names of the first people who were framed 
and shaped: the first person was Salam Quitze, the second was 
Salam Acab, the third was Mahucutah, and the fourth was lqui 
Salam. These, then, were the names of our first mothers and 
fathers. 

For Further Reflection 
• To what extent does this account of human creation reflect 

the influences on Maya society of both agriculture and the 
untamed natural world? 

Source: Allen J . Christenson, t rans. Popo/ Vuh. Sacred Book of the 
Quiche Maya People, pp. 180- 184. 

• 
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XXX Preface 

Revised Part Openers Seven brief part openers-newly 
designed for this edition-explain the coherence of each 
major era in human history by introducing the themes that 
run through all the chapters in each part. Taken together, 
the seven part openers provide a brief, highly analytical 
summary of the book's seven-era periodization of the 
global past. 

PART 

THE FORMATION OF CLASSICAL 
SOCIETIES, ca. 500 B.C.E. TO ca. 500 C.E. 

S hortly after Homo sapiens turned to agriculture. human 
communities began to experWnent w ith ne-w methods of 

social Ofganization. In several cases the experimentation en
couraged the development of complex societies that into
grated the lives and l ivelihoods of peoples over large regions. 
These early complex societies launched human h istocy on a 
tr~ectory that it continues to foiiO\v today. States. socfal 
classes, technologica1 innovation. specialization of labor, 
trade, and sophisticated cultural traditions rank among the 
moot important legacies of these societies. 

Toward the end of the IW'st millennium e.c.E., several early 
societies achieved particularly high degrees of intecnal organi
zation, extended their authority over extremely large regions. 
and elaborated especially influential cultural traditions. The 
moot prominent of these societies developed in Persia, China, 
lndfa, and the Mediterranean basin. Because their legacies 
have end ured so long and have influenced the ways tha~ liter
ally billions of people have led their Iivas. historians often refer 
to them as c lassical societies. 

Differences between Classical Societies 
The classical societies of Persia. China, India, and the Modi· 
terranean basin d iffered from one another in many ways. 
They raised d ifferent food c roPG. constructed buildings out of 
d ifferent materials, l ived by different legal and moral codes, 

and recognized different gods. C lassical China and India de· 
pended on the cultivation of r ice. m illet, and wheat, wheceas 
in Persia and the Mediterranean wheat was tho staple food 
crop. In China, packed earth and v.'Ood served as the principal 
construction material even fOtlarge public buildings; in India. 
wood was the most common building material; and in Persia 
and the Mediterranean. architects designed buildings of brick 
and stone. The c lassical societies differed even more strik· 
ingly when it came to beliefs and values. They generated a 
wide variety of ideas about the organization of family and so
ciety, the underst anding of wha~ constiMed proper public 
and private behavior, the nature of the gods or other powers 
t hought to influence human affairs, and proper relationships 
among human beings, the natural v.'Orld, and the gods. 

Common Challenges in the Classical Societies 
Despite those differences, these societies tdCed SGV9ral com
mon problems. They all confronted the challenge. for exatTl)le. 
of administering vast territories withou1. advanced technologies 
of transportation and communication. Rulers built centralized 
imperial s1at es on a scale much larger than their predeoessOtS in 
ec~:lier societies. They constructed elaborat e systems of bu'eau
cracy and experimented with administrative organization in an 
effort to secure influence for central governments and extend 
imperial authority to the far reaches of their realms. To enoourage 

"State of the World" Part Closers Each of the seven parts now 
ends with a "State of the World" essay, which reassesses the global 
themes that emerged in the preceding chapters. Each "State of the 
World" essay is accompanied by a global map and t imeline, which 
offer students a big-picture snapshot of the world that is both 

textual and visual. 
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A World with Capitals and 
Empires, Roads and Sea Lanes, 
Philosophies and Churches 

FoiiO\ving the adoption of agJiculture, the early complex societies demonstrated the remarkable potential 
of the h.uman species. Building on foundations laid by the early complex societies, the classical socie-

ties scaled the size o1 human communities and the range of human influence up to dimensions that their 
ancestors could hardly have imagined. They inherited forms of social organization and techniq ues o f state-
c raft from the e-arly complex societies, but they made adjustments that enabled them to extend their reach 
far beyond individual regions to distant lands and peoples. The Achaemenid. Han. and Roman empires. for 
example, an borrowed forms of social organization from their predecessors, but all of them also dwarfed 
their forerunners and bui lt impressive capital cities from which they supervised sprawling empires and hold 
enormous territories together for centuries at a time. 

The classical societies grew to such large geographic proportions that they all found it necessary to 
devote resources to the construction of roads and the discovery of reliable routes O\'Or the neighboring 
seas. Although expensive to build and maintain. transportation and communications networks served the 
ru!ers of classical societies as links between their capitals and the d istant reaches of their empires. Roads 
and sea lanes functioned as the ne-rves of the classical societies. 

Transportation and communications networks were not captives of individual societies. They event"'" 
ally pointed beyond the boundaries of individual societies and offered access to a larger world. Rufers 
originally built roads to facilitate communications between their capitals and their provinces- and. if neces· 
sary. to send their armed forces to put down rebell ions or ensure implementation of their policies. It i:s 
possible, ho·wevar, that merchants made better use of the magnificent road systems of c lassical societies 
than did the rulers themselves. Merchants tied regions of the classical societies together by linking produc
ers and consumers. Moreover, they put the classical societies in communication with one another by jump· 
ing their frontiers and c reating trading relationships across much of the eastern hemisphe-re. 

Merchants and their trade goods shared the roads and the sea lanes with othe-r travelers . including 
agricultural c rops. domesticated animals, and disease pathogens. Some of t heir more prominent traveling 
companions. t hough. were missionaries spreading the \'l.'ord about their beliefs. Build ing on traditions of 
writing and reflection inherited from their forerunners, the classical societies all genera~ed cultural and reli· 
gious traditions whose influences resona~e more than ~ .... '0 thousand y&ars later. Confucianism. Buddhism, 
Greek science, rational philosophy, and Christianity have all changed dramatically since the time of their 
founders, none of whom would recognize the~ modern-day descendants. Nevertheless. their cultural and 
religious traditions have profoundly shaped the course of world history. 

Rulers o f the classical empires built the roads and sponsored exploration of the sea lanes. but mer· 
chants and missionaries were equal partners in the construction of the classical era of world history. 

Qii'I<')'AMoty 

I<I{On <lynlllltY 

~~~ry~n OT.piro 

__,'------------ eao: ttl~~t~rtlle> In northern ll'ldla 

Acl'\tlemllf'O<I e ..,piro 

Ah:tl<~,._ e....P•o 

~"'""'~ .,...Pro 
P~rtlllon ll"'!ll'l'l:l 

Sa::.anid o~tro 

~liM ornp ito In n ottiiOm lnda 

GupUI Gmpiro 

I A lexander's empire, ca . 336-323 e.c.E.. 
---

SOUTHWEST ASIA 
Achaemenid empire, 

559-330 B.C,E. Parthian empire, 
2 47 D.C.E.-22 4 C.E. 

Seleucid empl.re, 32 3--93 e.c.e. 

Classical Greece, 900-350 S.C. E. 

Sasanid empire, 224-65 1 c .E. 

MEDITERRANEAN 

Roman republic, 509 e.c .e.-1 st century c .e. 

Roman empire , 1st century-476 c . e. 

Mauryan empire, India , 
32 1-185 e.c .e. 

K ushan empl.re in northern 
India. 1- 300 c.e. 

Bactrian rule in northern Ind ia, 
192 e.c.e.-1 c.e. 

I 
Qin dynasty, China, 22 1- 207 D.C.E. 

H an d ynasty, China . 

Gupta empire, India, 320-550 C.E. 
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Revised Map Program Brighter colors and more contrast in the revised maps 
promote clarity, highlight topographical information, and enhance digital display. 

Mauryan empire 
.~. •.zl ""'"' 0'l Gupta empire • Global maps display geographical information using a 

"view-from-space" perspective, depicting larger regions 
in broader and clearer context. 

-- Trade routes 

$P.. "'{\\\~a.xila 
HINDU KUSH 

CANOHAit-" 
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MAP 9 . 1 
The Mauryan and Gupta 
empires, 321 B.C.E.-550 C.E. 
The Mauryan and Gupta 
dynasties both originated in 
the kingdom of Magadha. 

Wily was this region so 
important in ancient India? 
What advantages did it offer 
for purposes of trade and 
commun~Uonwffho~r 

regions? 
J 

Arabian 5tR 

$(1•(_ 

overseeing trade and agri
culture, collecting taxes, 
maintaining order, conduct
ing foreign relations, and 
waging war. Kautalya also 

d a~> I 

• Insets provide additional 
detail for especially 
important areas. 

\ -1£-ii'.-rs 
Samsth 

Sana.c..a.s•• . Pataliputr-a 
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MAP 20.1 
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Gulf of 
Mexico 

s~ inset at left 

I . hichCn ltd 
• Teotihuaca n 

fli YUCATAN 
'Cholula PCNJ.'JSUU 

PACIFIC OCEAN 

• Clear representation of topographical features 
strengthens students' understanding of the 
geographical contexts of world history. 

ATLANTIC OCEAN 

Caribbe an Sea 

ISTliAWS Of 
PAN liMA 

• Aztec empire 

• To ltec empire 

• Maya emp ire 
-+--- • Distinct colors make for 

clear and precise 
geographical 
representations. 

The Toftec and Aztec empires, 95D-1520 c.E. 

• Regional maps include 
globe locator icons to help 
students understand world 
regions in the larger context. 

The Aztec empire stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean. 

What politics/and cultural methods did Aztec rumrs use to control these 
diverse territories and peopms? 

! • 
;;~::~ .... 

10)0 ... 

• Captions include highlighted salient points of the maps, 
followed by critical-thinking questions that prompt 
students to link the book's narrative to geographic 
information presented in the book. 

Integrated Illustrations Program Images that personalize the 
past by depicting everyday individuals at work and play are well 
integrated with the larger narrative, enhancing and supporting the 
themes of traditions and encounters. 

• Critical-thinking questions enable students to analyze 
illustrations in the historical and cultural context 
discussed in the text. 

A watercolor painting from sixteenth-century Iran depicts a caravan of --+---------1 
pilgrims traveling to Mecca while making the hajj. In what ways did the 
hajj facilitate social and business relationships? 
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Highlights of the Sixth Edition 
Reverberations This new feature appears once in every part and uses information from multiple chap
ters to discuss an overarching topic, such as technological change, the Columbian exchange, or industrial
ization, to help students think about cause and effect over the long term. The Reverberations feature 
appears in the first chapter of every part, and then reappears as a smaller boxed feature in the subsequent 
chapters, reminding students to consider how the "reverberations" relate to the specific material they are 
now reading. 

Connecting the Sources This new feature helps students recognize that historiography is based on 
scholars' interpretation of historical information. It focuses on two documents or images and asks students 
to think critically about the different ways the given information can be interpreted. This feature occurs 
once per part. 

Pronunciation guides have been expanded and moved to the bottom of the page for easy reference. 

The image program and suggested readings have been updated in every chapter. 

Chapter 1 Revised to reflect recent research on interbreeding between Homo sapiens and Neandertals. 

Updated text to reflect current scholarship on nomadic peoples. 

Chapter 2 Revised discussion on the centrality of religion to Sumerian culture. 

Chapter 4 Updated scholarship on Harappan and Dravidian peoples. 

Chapter 5 Revised discussion of the role of nomads in spreading technologies from western Eurasia to 

China. Updated coverage of the place of the Xia in Chinese history. 

Chapter 8 Revised material on Han Wudi. 

Chapter 9 Updated material on Kushan Empire to reflect current scholarship. Revised discussion of 

geography of Gandhara. 

Chapters 13 and 14 Switched the order of the chapters to align better with chronological organization. 

Chapter 15 Updated material on Mahmud of Ghazni. 

Chapter 16 Impact of the Vikings amplified. Discussion of feudalism refined. 

Chapter 17 Discussion of the Fall of Constantinople amplified. 

Chapter 18 Revised discussion of African peoples' response to imported religions. 

Chapter 19 Clarified timeline of First and Third Crusades. 

Chapter 23 Revised discussion of the Protestant Reformation. Updated section on Witches and Gender. 

Chapter 24 Revised sections on the conquest of Mexico and Peru, colonial society in the Americas, and 

Christianity and native religions in the Americas. 

Chapter 28 Integrated the Enlightenment narrative into coverage of revolutions. 

Chapter 31 Discussion of the Emancipation of the serfs updated to reflect current scholarship. 

Chapter 32 Revised material on tools of empire. 

Chapter 33 Sections on submarine warfare and Ottoman empire revised to reflect current scholarship. 



Instructor Resources 
An abundance of instructor resources are accessible through 
McGraw-Hill Connect, including an Instructor's Manual, Test 
Bank, and PowerPoint presentations for each chapter. All maps 
and most images from the print text are included. A computer
ized test bank powered by McGraw-Hill's EZ Test allows you to 
quickly create a customized exam using the publisher's supplied 
test questions or add your own. You decide on the number, type, 
and order of test questions with a few simple clicks. 

More Primary Sources in Create 

e
TM The World History Document Col

lection in McGraw-Hill's Create 
(www.mcgrawhillcreate.com) al

lows you to choose from more than 100 primary and secondary 
sources each with a headnote and questions that can be 
added to your text. Create also allows you to rearrange or omit 
chapters, combine material from other sources, and/or upload 
your syllabus or any other content you have written to make the 
perfect resources for your students. You can search thousands of 
leading McGraw-Hill textbooks to find the best content for your 
students and then arrange it to fit your teaching style. Register 
today at www.mcgrawhillcreate.com, and get a complimentary 
review copy in print or electronically. 

McGraw-Hill Campus is a new m p one-stop teaching and learning ex-
perience available to users of any 

learning management system. This institutional service allows 
faculty and students to enjoy single sign-on (SSO) access to all 

/. // 
Teaching Resources 

McGraw-Hill Higher Education materials from directly within the 
institution's website. This innovative offering allows for secure and 
deep integration and seamless access to any of our course solu
tions, such as McGraw-Hill Connect, McGraw-Hill Create, 
McGraw-Hill LearnSmart, and Tegrity. McGraw-Hill Campus in
cludes access to our entire content library including e-books, as
sessment tools, presentation slides, and multimedia content, among 
other resources, providing faculty open and unlimited access to 
prepare for class, create tests and quizzes, develop lecture mate
rial, integrate interactive content, and much more. 

CourseS mart 
LC'illi'' Srra rL CilOOSC S'lliill 

CourseSmart offers thousands of 
the most commonly adopted text
books across hundreds of courses 
from a variety of higher education 

publishers. It is the only place for faculty to review and compare 
the full text of a textbook online, providing immediate access with
out the environmental impact of requesting a printed exam copy. 
At CourseSmart, students can save up to 50% off the cost of a 
printed book, reduce their impact on the environment, and gain 
access to powerful web tools for learning, including full-text 
search, notes and highlighting, and email tools for sharing notes 
among classmates. Learn more at www.coursesmart.com. 
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Jerry H. Bentley was professor of history at the University of Hawai'i and editor of the Journal of World History. His research 

on the religious, moral, and political writings of the Renaissance led to the publication of Humanists and Holy Writ: New Tes

tament Scholarship in the Renaissance (Princeton, 1983) and Politics and Culture in Renaissance Naples (Princeton, 1987). 

More recently, his research was concentrated on global history and particularly on processes of cross-cultural interaction. His 

book Old World Encounters: Cross-Cultural Contacts and Exchanges in Pre-Modern Times (New York, 1993) examines pro

cesses of cultural exchange and religious conversion before the modem era, and his pamphlet Shapes of World History in 

Twentieth-Century Scholarship (1996) discusses the historiography of world history. His most recent publication is The Oxford 

Handbook of World History (Oxford, 2011), and he served as a member of the editorial team preparing the forthcoming Cam

bridge History of the World. Jerry Bentley passed away in July 2012, although his legacy lives on through his significant con

tributions to the study of world history. The World History Association recently named an annual prize in his honor for 

outstanding publications in the field. 

Herbert F. Ziegler is an associate professor of history at the University of Hawai'i. He has taught world history since 1980; he 

has previously served as director of the world history program at the University of Hawai'i as well as book review editor of the 

Journal of World History. His interest in twentieth-century European social and political history led to the publication of Nazi 

Germany's New Aristocracy: The SS Leadership, 1925-1939 (Princeton, 1990) and to his participation in new educational en

deavors in the history of the Holocaust, including the development of an upper-division course for undergraduates. He is at 

present working on a study that explores from a global point of view the demographic trends of the past ten thousand years, along 

with their concomitant technological, economic, and social developments. His other current research project focuses on the ap

plication of complexity theory to a comparative study of societies and their internal dynamics. 

Heather E. Streets-Salter is an associate professor of history at Northeastern University, where she is the director of world 

history programs. She is the author of Martial Races: The Military, Martial Races, and Masculinity in British Imperial Culture, 

1857-1914 (2004) and Modern Imperialism and Colonialism: A Global Perspective (2010) with Trevor Getz. Her current re

search explores imperialism and colonialism as global phenomena through a focus on the administrative, political, and ideolog

ical networks that existed among French Indochina, the Dutch East Indies, and British Malaya between 1890 and 1940. 

Contributor Craig Benjamin (PhD, Macquarie University) is an associate professor of history in the Meijer Honors College at 

Grand Valley State University in Michigan. Benjamin is a frequent presenter of lectures at conferences worldwide and is the 

author of numerous publications, including books, chapters, and essays on ancient Central Asian history, big history, and world 

history. In addition, Benjamin has presented and recorded lectures for the History Channel, The Teaching Company, Scientific 

American, and the Big History Project. He is currently a co-chair of the Advanced Placement World History Test Development 

Committee, president of the World History Association (2014-2015), and has been treasurer of the International Big History 

Association since its inception in January 2011 . 
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any individuals have contributed to this book, and the authors take pleasure in recording deep thanks for all the comments, 
criticism, advice, and suggestions that helped to improve the work. The editorial, marketing, and production teams at 

McGraw-Hill did an outstanding job of seeing the project through to publication. Special thanks go to Matthew Bus bridge, Laura 
Wilk, Nancy Crochiere, Nomi Sofer, Briana Porco, Stacy Ruel, April Cole, Kaelyn Schulz, John Brady, Katie Klochan, Carrie 
Burger, and Trevor Goodman, who provided crucial support by helping the authors work through difficult issues and solve the 
innumerable problems of content, style, and organization that arise in any project to produce a history of the world. Many 
colleagues at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa, most notably Professor Margot A. Henriksen, and elsewhere aided and advised 
the authors on matters of organization and composition. Finally, we would like to express our appreciation for the advice of the 
following individuals, who read and commented on the sixth edition, as well as previous editions of Traditions & Encounters. 

Reviewers for the 6th Edition 

Jason Allen, Blue Ridge Community Technical College 
Dana R. Chandler, Tuskegee University 
James H. Galt-Brown, Abraham Baldwin College 
Jillian Hartley, Arkansas Northeastern College 
James M. Hastings, Wingate University 
Marjorie J. Hunter, West Memphis High School 
Molly Wilkinson Johnson, University of Alabama, Huntsville 
Stephen Katz, Rider University 

Connect Board of Advisors 

Carol Bargeron, Central State University 
Brian Black, Pennsylvania State University, Altoona 
Elaine Carey, St. John's University 
Stephanie Field, University of Delaware 
Phyllis Jestice, College of Charleston 

Symposia Attendees 

Richard Dobbs, Gadsden State Community College 
Milton Eng, William Paterson University 
Jay Hester, Sierra College 
Greg Kiser, North West Arkansas Community College 
Anu Mande, Fullerton College 
Michael Noble, Eastfield College 
Kathleen Pearle, Middlesex County College 
Martin Quirk, Rock Valley College 
Jason Ramshur, Pearl River Community College 
Linda Smith, Hawkeye Community College 
Phyllis Soybel, College of Lake County 
Shelly Bailess, Liberty University 
Patrice Carter, Wharton County Junior College 
Tonia Compton, Columbia College of Missouri 
Yvonne Davis Frear, San Jacinto College 
Jane England, North Central Texas College 
Martha Fielder, Cedar Valley College 
Jessica Gerard, Ozarks Technical Community College 

Anders Michael Kinney, Calhoun Community College 
Jasyn L. Klamborowski, Caldwell Community College 
John Langdale, Andrew College 
George S. Pabis, Georgia Perimeter College 
Paul Schue, Northland College 
Mona Siegel, California State University, Sacramento 
Kenneth Steuer, Western Michigan University 
John E. Van Sant, University of Alabama, Birmingham 

Hallie Larebo, Morehouse College 
Stephanie Musick, Bluefield State College 
Ryan Schilling, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, 

Jackson 
Ryan Thompson, Cleveland State Community College 

Traci Hodgson, Chemeketa Community College 
Joy Ingram, Pellissippi State Community College 
Alan Lehmann, Blinn College 
Sandy Norman, Florida Atlantic University 
Andrea Oliver, Tallahassee Community College 
Richard Verrone, Texas Tech University 
Heather J. Abdelnur, Blackburn College 
Henry Abramson, Florida Atlantic University 
Wayne Ackerson, Salisbury University 

Roger Adelson, Arizona State University 
Sanjam Ahluwalia, Northern Arizona University 
William Alexander, Norfolk State University 
Alfred Andrea, University of Vermont 
Ed Anson, University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
Henry Antkiewicz, East Tennessee State University 
Maria Arbelaez, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Peter Arnade, University of California, San Marcos 
Karl Bahm, University of Wisconsin, Superior 
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F
or thousandis ,of years after the emergence of the hum1an 

species, hu1mans lived in tiny seminom,adic com1munities. 

They formed com.pact, 1m;obile societies, each consisting of a 

few dozen people, and they traveled regularly in pursuit of gam,e 

andl edible plants. Fro1m. tlhe va1ntage p,oint of the fast-1m.oving

present, that lo:ng first stage of human experience on the earth 

m.ight seem slow paced and almost changeless .. Yet intelli

gence set humans apart fro!m the other members of the animal 

kingdo1m· and enabled human groups to invent tools and tech--

niques that enhanced their ability to expl,oit the 1natural envi

ronment. Humans gradually emerged a.s the most d:ynamic

species of the ani 1mal kingdorn1, and: even in remote prehistoric 

times they altered the face of the earth to suit their needs. 

The Development of Agriculture 

Yet humans' ear1ly exploitation 1of the earth's resources was only 

a prologue to the extraordinary developments that followed the 

introduction of agricult1ure. About twelve thousand: years ago 

human groups began to experiment with agriculture, and it 

eventually became clear that cultivation p�ovided a larger and 

more reliable food1 supply than dlid foraging. Groups that turned 

to agriculture experienced rapid populat 1ion growth, and they 

settled in permanent communities. The world's first cities, 

which ap:peared abo 1ut five thousand: years ago, q 1uick1ly ca.m:e 
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to d,om.inate political and1 economic affairs in their respective 

regions. Indeed, since the appearance of cities, the earth and 

its creat1ures have fallen progressively under the influence of 

complex societies organized around cities and states. 

Complex Societies 

Tlhe ter1m complex society refers to a form of large-sea.le social

organization that e1merged in several parts of the ancient 

world. Early complex societies all depended on robust agri-

c1ultural economies in which cultivators prod 1uced more food 

t
l

han they needed for their subsistence .. That agricultural sur

pl'US enabled many individuals to congregate in 1urban settle

ments, where they devoted their ti1me and energy to specialized

tasks other than food production. Political authorities, govern

ment officials, military experts., priests, artisans, craftsmen, 

andl merctlaints all lived off that surplus agricultural prod1uc

tion. Through their organization of politica.l, eco1nomic, social,

and cultural affairs,, complex societies had the capacity to 

slhape the lives of large populations over extensive territories.

During the centuries from 3500 to 500 B.C.E., complex 

societies arose independently in several widely scattered! re

gio!ns of the world, includiing Mesopotamia, Egypt, northern 

India, China, Mesoamerica, and the central Andean region of 

South America. Most complex societies sprang from small 



agricultural communities situated either in river valleys or near 
sources of water that cultivators could tap to irrigate their 
crops. All established political authorities, built states with for
mal governmental institutions, collected surplus agricultural 
production in the form of taxes or tribute, and distributed it to 
those who worked at tasks other than agriculture. Complex 
societies traded enthusiastically with peoples who had ac
cess to scarce resources, and, in an effort to ensure stability 

and economic productivity in neighboring regions, they often 
sought to extend their authority to surrounding territories. 

Social Distinctions in Complex Societies 
Complex societies generated much more wealth than d id 
hunting and gathering groups or small agricultural communi
t ies. Because of their high levels of organization, they also 
were able to preserve wealth and pass it along to their heirs. 
Some individuals and families accumulated great personal 
wealth, which enhanced their social status. When bequeathed 
to heirs and held within particular families, this accumulated 
wealth became the foundation for social distinctions. The 
early complex societies developed different kinds of social 
distinctions, but all recognized several classes of people, in
cluding ruling elites, common people, and slaves. Some soci
eties also recognized distinct classes of aristocrats, priests, 
merchants, artisans, free peasants, and semifree peasants. 

All complex societies required cultivators and individuals 
of lower classes to support the more privileged members of 
society by paying taxes or tribute (often in the form of surplus 
agricultural production) and also by providing labor and mili
tary service. Cultivators often worked not only their lands but 
also those belonging to the privileged classes. Individuals from 
the lower classes made up the bulk of their societies' armies 
and contributed the labor for large construction projects such 

as city walls, irrigation and water control systems, roads, tem
ples, palaces, pyramids, and royal tombs. 

The Development of Cultural Traditions 
The early complex societies also created sophisticated cul
tural traditions. Most of them either invented or borrowed a 
system of writing that made it possible to record information 
and store it for later use. They first used writing to keep politi

cal, administrative, and business records, but they 
soon expanded on those utilitarian applications and 
used writing to construct traditions of literature, learn
ing, and reflection. 

Cultural traditions took different forms in different 
complex societies. Some societies devoted resources 
to organized religions that sought to mediate between 
human communities and the gods, whereas others left 
religious observances largely in the hands of individ
ual family groups. All of them paid close attention to 
the heavens, however, since they needed to gear their 
agricultural labors to the changing seasons. 

All the complex societies organized systems of 
formal education that introduced intellectual elites to skills 
such as writing and astronomical observation deemed neces
sary for their societies' survival. In many cases reflective indi
viduals also produced works that explored the nature of 
humanity and the relationships among humans, the world, 
and the gods. Some of those works inspired rel igious and 
philosophical traditions for two millennia or more. 

Complex society was not the only form of social organi
zation that early human groups constructed, but it was an 
unusually important and influential type of society. Complex 
societies produced much more wealth and harnessed human 
resources on a much larger scale than did bands of hunting 
and gathering peoples, small agricultural communities, or no
madic pastoralist groups that herded domesticated animals. 
As a result, complex societies deployed their power, pursued 
their interests, and promoted their values over much larger 
regions than did smaller societies. Indeed, most of the world 's 
peoples have led their lives under the influence of complex 
societies. 

1. What were some of the common characteristics of the 
early complex societies? 

2. Why did the early complex societies develop sharp 
social distinctions between different classes of people? 
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Reconstruction of the 
female Australopithecine 
hominid "Lucy", made 
from the bones 
discovered by 
archaeologists in the 
Omo Valley in 1974. 



The Evolution of Homo sapiens 
Hominids 

Homo sapiens 

Paleolithic Society 
Economy and Society of Hunting and Gathering Peoples 

Paleolithic Culture 

EYEWITNESS: 

Lucy and the Archaeologists 

The Neolithic Era and the Transition to Agriculture 
The Origins of Agriculture 

Early Agricultural Society 

Neolithic Culture 

The Origins of Urban Life 

hroughout the evening of 30 November 1974, a tape player in an Ethiopian desert blared the Beatles' 

song "Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds" at top volume. The site was an archaeological camp at Hadar, a 

remote spot about 320 kilometers (200 miles) northeast of Addis Ababa. The music helped fuel a spirited 

celebration: earlier in the day, archaeologists had discovered the skeleton of a female hominid who died 

3.2 million years ago. Scholars refer to this skeleton as AL 288-1, but the female herself has become by far 

the world's best-known prehistoric individual under the name Lucy. 

At the t ime of her death, from unknown causes, Lucy was age twenty-five to thirty. She stood just over 

1 meter (about 3.5 feet) tall and probably weighed about 25 kilograms (55 pounds). After she d ied, sand and 

mud covered Lucy's body, hardened gradually into rock, and entombed her remains. By 1974, however, rain 

waters had eroded the rock and exposed Lucy's foss ilized skeleton. The archaeological team working at 

Hadar eventually found 40 percent of Lucy's bones, which together form one of the most complete and 

best-preserved skeletons of any early human ancestor. Later searches at Hadar turned up bones belonging 

to perhaps as many as sixty-five additional individuals, although no other collection of bones from Hadar 

rivals Lucy's skeleton for completeness. 

Analysis of Lucy's skeleton and other bones found at Hadar demonstrates that the earliest ancestors of 

modern humans walked upright on two feet. Erect walking is crucial for humans because it frees their arms 

and hands for other tasks. Lucy and her contemporaries did not possess large or well-developed brains

Lucy's skull was about the size of a small grapefruit-but unlike the neighboring apes, which used their 

forel imbs for locomotion, Lucy and her companions could carry objects with their arms and manipulate 

tools w ith their dexterous hands. Those abilities enabled Lucy and her companions to survive better than 

many other species. As the brains of our hominid ancestors grew larger and more sophisticated-a process 

that occurred over a period of several million years-humans learned to take even better advantage of their 

arms and hands and established flourishing communities throughout the world. 

According to geologists the earth came into being about 4.5 billion years ago. The first living organisms 

made their appearance hundreds of millions of years later. In their wake came increasingly complex creatures 

such as fish, birds, reptiles, and mammals. About forty million years ago, short, hairy, monkeylike animals 

began to populate tropical regions of the world. Humanlike cousins to these animals began to appear only 

four or five million years ago, and our species, Homo sapiens, about two hundred thousand years ago. 

5 



Even the most sketchy review of the earth's natural history clearly shows that human society has not 

developed in a vacuum. The earliest humans inhabited a world already well stocked with flora and fauna, a 

world shaped for countless eons by natural rhythms that governed the behavior of all the earth's creatures. 

Humans made a place for themselves in this world, and over t ime they demonstrated remarkable ingenuity 

in devising ways to take advantage of the earth's resources. Indeed, it has become clear in recent years 

that the human animal has exploited the natural environment so thoroughly that the earth has undergone 

irreversible changes. 

A discussion of such early times might seem peripheral to a book that deals with the history of human 

societies, their origins, development, and interactions. In conventional terminology, prehistory refers to 

the period before writing, and history refers to the era after the invention of writing enabled human com

munities to record and store information. It is certainly true that the availability of written documents en

hances the ability of scholars to understand past ages, but recent research by archaeolog ists and 

evolutionary biologists has brightly illuminated the physical and social development of early humans. It is 

now clear that long before the invention of writing, humans made a place for their species in the natural 

world and laid the social, economic, and cultural foundations on which their successors built increasingly 

complex societies. 

THE EVOLUTION OF HOMO SAPIENS 
During the past century or so, archaeologists, evolutionary 
biologists, and other scholars have vastly increased the under
standing of human origins and the lives our distant ancestors 
led. Their work has done much to clarify the relationship be
tween humans and other animal species. On one hand, re
searchers have shown that humans share some remarkable 
similarities with the large apes. This point is true not only of 
external features, such as physical form, but also of the basic 
elements of genetic makeup and body chemistry DNA, 
chromosomal patterns, life-sustaining proteins, and blood 
types. In the case of some of these elements, scientists have 
been able to observe a difference of only 1.6 percent between 
the DNA of humans and that of chimpanzees. Biologists 
therefore place humans in the order of primates, along with 
monkeys, chimpanzees, gorillas, and the various other large 
apes. 

Yet humans clearly stand out as the most distinctive of the 
primate species. Small differences in genetic makeup and 
body chemistry have led to enormous differences in levels of 
intelligence and ability to exercise control over the natural 
world. Humans developed an extraordinarily high order of 
intelligence, which enabled them to devise tools, technologies, 
language skills, and other means of communication and coop
eration. Whereas other animal species adapted physically and 
genetically to their natural environment, or made small 
changes to it, humans drastically altered the natural environ
ment to suit their needs and desires a process that began in 

Austra/opithecus (ah-strah-loh-PITH-uh-kuhs) 

Hominidae (HAW-mih-nihd-ee) 
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remote prehistory and continues in the present day. Over the 
long term, too, intelligence endowed humans with immense 
potential for social and cultural development. 

Hominids 
A series of spectacular discoveries in east Africa has thrown 
valuable light on the evolution of the human species. In 
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, and other places, archaeologists 
have unearthed bones and tools of human ancestors going 
back about five million years. The Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania 
and Hadar in Ethiopia have yielded especially rich remains of 
individuals like the famous Lucy. These individuals probably 
represented several different species belonging to the genus 
Australopithecus ("the southern ape"), which flourished in 
east Africa during the long period from about four million to 
one million years ago. 

Australopithecus In spite of its name, Australopithecus 
was not an ape but, rather, a hominid a creature belonging to 
the family Hominidae, which includes human and humanlike 
species. Evolutionary biologists recognize Australopithecus 
as a genus standing alongside Homo (the genus in which biol
ogists place modern humans) in the family of hominids. Com
pared with our species, Homo sapiens, Lucy and other 
australopithecines would seem short, hairy, and limited in in
telligence. They stood something over 1 meter (3 feet) tall, 
weighed 25 to 55 kilograms (55 to 121 pounds), and had a 
brain size of about 500 cubic centimeters. (The brain size of 
modern humans averages about 1,400 cc.) 

Compared with other ape and animal species, however, 
australopithecines were sophisticated creatures. They walked 
upright on two legs, which enabled them to use their arms 



independently for other tasks. They 
had well-developed hands with op
posable thumbs, which enabled them 
to grasp tools and perform intricate 
operations. They almost certainly 
had some ability to communicate 
verbally, although analysis of their 
skulls suggests that the portion of the 
brain responsible for speech was not 
very large or well developed. 
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and collected food. They came to
gether at these sites, bringing meat 
from small animals that they hunted 
as well as the plants and nuts that 
they gathered. They probably also 
scavenged the meat of large animals 
that had fallen prey to lions and other 
predators. The large quantities of 
food remains that archaeologists have 
excavated at these sites indicate that 
Homo erectus individuals had the 
ability to organize their activities and 
communicate plans for obtaining and 
distributing food. 

The intelligence of australopithe
cines was sufficient to allow them to 
plan complex ventures. They often 
traveled deliberately over distances 
of 15 kilometers (9.3 miles) and 
more to obtain the particular kinds 
of stone that they needed to fashion 
tools. Chemical analyses show that 
the stone from which australopithe
cines made tools was often available 
only at sites distant from the camps 
where archaeologists discovered the 
finished tools. Those tools included 
choppers, scrapers, and other imple
ments for food preparation. With the 
aid of their tools and intelligence, 
australopithecines established them
selves securely throughout most of 
eastern and southern Africa. 

Fossilized footprints preserved near Olduvai Gorge 
in modern Tanzania show that hominids walked 
upright some 3.5 million years ago. These prints 

Migrations of Homo erectus 
With effective tools, fire, intelligence, 
and communication abilities, Homo 
erectus gained increasing control 
over the natural environment and in
troduced the human species into 
widely scattered regions. Whereas 
australopithecines had not ventured 
beyond eastern and southern Africa, 
Homo erectus migrated to north 
Africa and the Eurasian landmass. 
Almost two million years ago, Homo 
erectus groups moved to southwest 
Asia and beyond to Europe, south 
Asia, east Asia, and southeast Asia. 

are striking evidence that australopithecines were 
bipedal. 

Homo erectus By about one mil
lion years ago, australopithecines had 
disappeared as new species of hominids possessing greater 
intelligence evolved and displaced their predecessors. The 
new species belonged to the genus Homo and thus represented 
creatures considerably different from the australopithecines. 
Most important of them was Homo erectus "upright-walking 
human" who flourished from about two million to two hun
dred thousand years ago. Homo erectus possessed a larger 
brain than the australopithecines the average capacity was 
about 1,000 cc and fashioned more sophisticated tools as 
well. To the australopithecine choppers and scrapers, Homo 
erectus added cleavers and hand axes, which not only were 
useful in food preparation but also provided protection 
against predators. Homo erectus also learned how to start 
and tend fires, which furnished the species with a means to 
cook food, a defense against large animals, and a source of 
artificial heat. 

Even more important than tools and fire were intelligence 
and the ability to communicate complex ideas. Homo erectus 
individuals did not have the physiological means to enunciate 
the many sounds that are essential for sophisticated language, 
but they were able to devise plans, convey their intentions, and 
coordinate their activities. Archaeologists have found many sites 
that served as camps where Homo erectus groups congregated 

By two hundred thousand years ago, 
they had established themselves 

throughout the temperate zones of the eastern hemisphere, 
where archaeologists have unearthed many specimens of their 
bones and tools. 

Homo sapiens 
Like Australopithecus, though, Homo erectus faded with the 
arrival of more intelligent and successful human species. 
Homo sapiens ("consciously thinking human") evolved about 
two hundred thousand years ago and has skillfully adapted to 
the natural environment ever since. Early Homo sapiens al
ready possessed a large brain one approaching the size of 
modern human brains. More important than the size of the 
brain, though, is its structure: the modern human brain is espe
cially well developed in the frontal regions, where conscious, 
reflective thought takes place. This physical feature provided 
Homo sapiens with an enormous advantage. Although not en
dowed with great strength and not equipped with natural 
means of attack and defense claws, beaks, fangs, shells, 
venom, and the like Homo sapiens possessed a remarkable 
intelligence that provided a powerful edge in the contest for 
survival. It enabled individuals to understand the structure of 
the world around them, to organize more efficient methods of 
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----t)J~ Human migration 

On the basis of the sites indicated, 
compare the extent of Homo erectus and 
Homo sapiens migrations out of Africa. 

How can you explain the wider range of 
Homo sapiens migrations? 

exploiting natural re
sources, and to com

municate and cooperate on increasingly complex tasks. 

Language Furthermore, between about one hundred thou
sand and fifty thousand years ago, Homo sapiens evolved a 
combination of physiological traits that was unique among 
animal species a throat with vocal cords and a separate mouth 
cavity with a tongue, which enabled them to enunciate hun
dreds of distinct sounds. Over time, Homo sapiens articulated 
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those sounds into spoken languages that were endlessly flexi
ble and that enabled individuals to communicate messages 
that were far more complex, more detailed, and more precise 
than those of Homo erectus and other human species. High 
intelligence and flexible language made for a powerful combi
nation that enhanced the ability of Homo sapiens to thrive in 
the world. 

Migrations of Homo sapiens Intelligence and language 
enabled Homo sapiens to adapt to widely varying environmental 
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conditions and to establish the species securely throughout 
the world. Beginning about one hundred thousand years ago, 
communities of Homo sapiens spread throughout the eastern 
hemisphere and populated the temperate lands of Africa, 
Europe, and Asia, where they encountered Homo erectus 
groups that had inhabited those regions for several hundred 
thousand years. Homo sapiens soon moved beyond the tem
perate zones, though, and established communities in pro
gressively colder regions migrations that were possible 
because their intelligence allowed Homo sapiens to fashion 
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warm clothes from animal skins and to build effective shel
ters against the cold. 

Between sixty thousand and fifteen thousand years ago, 
Homo sapiens extended the range of human population even 
further. The most recent ice age cooled the earth's tempera
ture during that period, resulting in the concentration of water 
in massive glaciers, the lowering of the world's sea levels, and 
the exposure of land bridges that linked Asia with regions of 
the world previously uninhabited by humans. Small bands of 
individuals crossed those bridges and established communi
ties in the islands of Indonesia and New Guinea, and some of 
them went farther to cross the temporarily narrow straits of 
water separating southeast Asia from Australia . 

The Peopling of the World Homo sapiens arrived in 
Australia about sixty thousand years ago, perhaps even earlier . 
Somewhat later, beginning as early perhaps as twenty-five 
thousand years ago, other groups took advantage of land 
bridges linking Siberia with Alaska and established human 
communities in North America. From there they migrated 
throughout the western hemisphere. By about fifteen thousand 
years ago, communities of Homo sapiens had appeared in al
most every habitable region of the world. 

This peopling of the world was a remarkable accomplish
ment. No other animal or plant species has autonomously 
made its way to all habitable parts of the world. Some species, 
such as rats and roaches, have tagged along with humans 
and established themselves in distant homes. Other animals 
and plants dogs and horses, for example, and wheat and 
potatoes have found their way to new lands because humans 
intentionally transported them. Only Homo sapiens, however, 
has been able to make a home independently in all parts of the 
world. 

The Natural Environment Their intellectual abilities en
abled members of the Homo sapiens species to recognize 
problems and possibilities in their environment and then to 
take action that favored their survival. At sites of early settle
ments, archaeologists have discovered increasingly sophisti
cated tools that reflect Homo sapiens' progressive control over 
the environment. In addition to the choppers, scrapers, axes, 
and other tools that earlier species possessed, Homo sapiens 
used knives, spears, and bows and arrows. Individuals made 
dwellings for themselves in caves and in hutlike shelters fabri
cated from wood, bones, and animal skins. In cold regions 
Homo sapiens warmed themselves with fire and cloaked 
themselves in the skins of animals. Mounds of ashes discov
ered at their campsites show that in especially cold regions, 
they kept fires burning continuously during the winter months. 
Homo sapiens used superior intelligence, sophisticated tools, 
and language to exploit the natural world more efficiently than 
any other species the earth had seen. 

Indeed, intelligent, tool-bearing humans competed so 
successfully in the natural world that they brought tremen
dous pressure to bear on other species. As the population of 




